


The Merry 1 fines ofWindfor, 


Woman, commend me to her, 1 will not faile her, 

Qm % Why, yc,u fay well: But 1 haue another meflen- 
ger to your we,rftiip : Miftrefle Page hath her hcartic 
commendations to you to: and let mee tell you in your 
eare,(heeVasfartuousaciuill modeft wife, and one (I 
tell you ) that will not miffe you morning nor cucning 
prayer, a s any is in Windfor, who ere bee the other; and 
fhee bade me tell your worfhip, that her husband is fel- 
dome from home, but fhe hopes there will come a time. 
I neuct knew a woman fodoatc vponaman ; furelyl 
thinks you haue charmes,la: yes in truth. 

Fal. Not I, I aflure thee; letting the attraction of my 
go*>d parts afide, I haue no other charmes. 

Blefling on your heart for'e. 

Fah But I pray thee tell me this: has Fords wife, and 
Pages wife acquainted each other, how they loue me ? 

£fui. That were a ieft indeed: they haue not fo little 
grace I hopc,that were a tricke indeed : ButMiftris/^sg* 
would defire you to fend her your little Page of al loues: 
her husband has a marueliousinfeflio to the little Page: 
and truely Mafter Page is an hone A man: neucr a wife in 
tVindfor Iczdcs abetter life then fhe do’s: doe what fhee 
will, fay what fhe will, take all,pay all, goe to bed when 
file lift, rife when (he lift, all is as flic will: and truly fhe 
deferues it; for if there be a kinde women in fVindfor, fhe 
is one: v ou mu ft fend her your Page,no remedic. 

Pal. Why, I will. 

Qu* Nay, but doe fo then, andlookeyou, heemay 
come and goe betweene you both: and in any cafe haue 
a nay-word, that you may know one anothers minde, 
and the Boy neuer neede to vnderftand any thing ; for 
*cis not good that children fhould know any vvickednes: 
oldefolkes you know, haue difcretion, as they f3y, and 
know the world. 

Pal. Farethee-well, commend mee to them both: 
there’s my purfe , I am yet thy debter : Boy, goe along 
with this woman, this newes diftradls me. 

Pifl. ThisFiinckeisoneof Cupids Carriers, 

Clap on more fades,purfue: vp with your fights: 

Giue fire : fhe is my prize, or Ocean whclme them all. 

Fal . Said thou fo(old Iacke) go thy waies: He make 
moreofthy oldcbody then I haue done : will they yet 
looke after thee ? wilt thou after the expence of fo much 
money ,be norv a gainer ? good Body, I thanke thee: let 
themtey’tisgroflclydone, fo it Bee fairelydonc, no 
matter. 

"Bar. Sit /*&#,there*$ one Mafter Broome below would 
faine fpeake with you,and be acquainted with you; and 
hath fentyour worfhip a mornings draught of Sacke. 
Fal. Broome is his name f 
Bar . I Sir. 

Fal. Call him in : fuch Broomes are welcome to mee, 
that ore’flowes fuchliquor: ahha,MiftreffefWand Mi- 
ftref TcPage, haue I encompafs'dyou? goe 
Ford. ’Blcfieyoufir. 

Fal. And you fir: would you fpeake with me.* 

Ford. I make bold, to prefle, with fo little prepara¬ 
tion vpon you. 

Fal . Your welcome, what’s your will ?giqe vs Icaue 
Drawer. 

Ford. Sir, lama Gentleman that haue fpent much, 
my name is Broome. 

pah Good MzftcrBroomefl defire more acquaintance 
of yoii. 

Ford. Good Sir Uhn, I fue for yours: not to charge 
you, forlmuft let you vnderftand, Ithinkcmyfclfe in 


better plight for a Lender, then you are: the whirf^ , 
fomething emboldned me to this vnfeafon'd intrufi 0 
for they fay, if money goe before, all waies doel! 
open. " 

Pal. Money is a good Souldier (Sir ) and will on* 
Ford. Troth, and I haue a bag of money heerc tro 
bles me: if you will hclpe to bearc it (Sir John) take al?" 
or halfef/or eafing me of the carriage. > 

Fal. Sir, I know not howl may deferue to bee you 

Porter. 7 ur 

Ford. I will tell you fir, if you will giue mee the hea 
ring. 

Pah Speake (good Mafter Broome) I fhall be glad to 
beyourSeruant. 

Ford. Sir,I heare you are a Scholler; (Iwillbebrieft 
with you) and you haue been a man long knowne to n* 
though I had neucr fo good means as defire, to makemy 
fclfc acquainted with you. I fhall difeouer a thing to, 
you, wherein I muft very much lay open mineovvneim* 
perfection : but (good Sir Iohn) as you haue one eye vp. 
on my follies, as you heare them vnfolded,turne another 
into the Regifter ofyour owne, thatlmaypaflc witha 
reproofe the cafier, fith you your felfe know how eafieic 
is to be fuch an offender. 

Fal. Very well Sir, proceed. 

Ford. There is a Gentlewoman in this Townc, her 
husbands name is Ford. 

Pal. Well Sir. 

Ford. I haue long lon’d her, and I proteft to you, be* 
ftowed much on her: followed her with a doatingob. 
fcruance: Ingrofs’d opportunities to mecte her: fet’dc 
uery flight occafion that could but njgardly giue mee 
fight of her: not only bought many prefents to gii e her, 
but haue giuen largely to many, to know whatftce 
would haue giuen : briefly, I haue puriu’d her, as Lone 
hathpurfued mee, which hath beetle on the wingofall 
occasions: but whatfoeuer 1 haue merited,either inmv 
minde, or in my meancs,meede I am fin e I haue i cceiucd 
none, vnleffe Experience be a Iewcll, that I haue purcha- 
led 3t an infinite rate, and that hath taught mee to fay 
this, 

Loue lily afbadow flies,when fubflance Loue purflues, 

<c Purfuittg that thatflies , andflying what pur fue s. 


Fal. Haueyou receiu’dnopromife of fatisfadiionat 
her hands? 

Ford . Neuer. 

Fah Haue you importun’d her to fuch a purpofe? 

Ford. Neuer. 

Fah Ofwhatqualitie wasyour loue then? 

Ford. Like a fair houfc,built on another mans ground, 
fo that I haue loft my edifice, by miftaking the place, 
where I erected it. 

Fal. To what purpofe haue you vnfolded this tome? 

For. When I haue told you that,I haue told you all: 
Some fay,that though fhe appeare honeft to mee, yet in 
other places fhee enlargeth her mirth fo farre, that there 
is fbrewd conftru£Hon made of her. Now (Sir Adhere 
is the heart ofmy purpofe : you area gentleman of ex* 
ccllent breeding, admirable difeourfe, of great admit¬ 
tance, authenticke in your place and perfon, generally 
allow’d for your many warslike, court-like, and learned 
preparations. 

Fal. O Sir. 

Ford. Belecueit, foryouknowit : there is money, 
fpendit, fpend it, fpendraorc $ fpcndallIhaue,onely 
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of your time in cnchange ot it, as to lay 
fn amiable fiege to the honefly of this Fords wife : vie 
yonr Art of wooing; win her to confent to you : if any 
L n may,you may as foonc as any. 

Td. Would it apply well to the vehemency of your 
affe&ion that I fhould win what you would emoy. Me. 
thinkes vou preferibe to your felfe very prepoftcroufly 

Ford! O, vnderftand my drift: flic dwells lo fecurely 
on the excellency ofher honor, that the folly of my foule 
dares not prefent it felfe : fiiee is too bright to be look d 
acainfl: Now, could I come to her witn any detection 
in my hand ; my defires had inftance and argument to 

commend themfelues. , .1 could driue her then from the 

ward ofher purity, her reputation, her marnage-vow, 
andathoufandotherher defences, which now are too- 
roo ftrongly embattaild againft me: what fay you too’t, 

^Fah Mafter Broome, I will firft make bold with your 
money : next, giue mec your hand : and iafir, as I am a 
aenrleman ? you fliall, if you will, cnioy Fords wife. 

° pord. O good Sir. 

Fah I fay you fliall. 

Ford. Wane no money (Sir Iohn) you fhall want none. 
Fal. Want no TUtftreff*Ford{ Mafter Broome) you fliall 
want none: I fliall be with her (I may tell you) by her 
owne appointment, euen as you came in to me, her aifi- 
ftant,or goe-becwccne,parted from me : I fay I fhall be 
with her betweene ten 3nd cl euen : for at that time the 
ie 3 lious-rafcally-knaue her husband will be forth: come 
you tome at night,you fhall know how I fpes^l. 

* Ford. 1 am bieft in your acquaintance: do you know 
FordShl 

Fal. Hang him ( poore Cuckoldly knaue) I know 
him not: yet I wrong him to call him pcore : 1 hey fay 
theiealous wittolly-kq^ue hath maifes of mopey, for 
the which his wife feemes to rne well-fauourd : I will vfe 
her as the key of the Cuckoldly-rogues Coffer, & ther’s 
myharyeft-hqme. L 

Ford. I would you knew _Ford 9 fir, that you might a- 
uoid him,if you law him, 

Fal. Hang him, mechanicall-falt-burtcr rogue; I wil 
flare him out ofhis w its : I will awe-bim with my cud- 
gell: it fhall hang like a Meteor ore the Cuckolds horns: 
iA&ctBroomc, thou {halt kn6vv, I will predominate o- 
ucr the pezant, and thou fhalt lye with his wife. Come 
to mefoone at.night 1 F^’saknauc, and 1 will aggra- 
uatehisftile stfiou (Mafter Broome) (halt know him for 
knaue 5 and O^kold. Come to jne foone at night. 

Ford. What a damn’d Epicurian-Rafcal! is this ?.my 
heart is readyXo cracke with impatience: who faics this 
isimprouidentiealoufie^i^y wife hath fentio him , the 
howre is fixt, the match is made : would any man haue 
thdught this.? fee the hell of hauing a falie woman : my 
bed fhall be abus’d, my Coffers ranfack’d, my reputati- 
on gnawne at,and I fhall riot onely receiue this viibnous 
wrong, but ftand vnder the adoption of abhominable 
termer apd by him that docs mee this wrong: Termes, 
names: Amaimon founds well: Lucifer , well: Barbafon f 
well; yet they al*c Di U els .ad d it i o n ^,ihp;.n a m c s of fiends: 
But Cuckold, Wittoll, Cuckold ? ; che Diuellhimfelfe 
hath not fuch a name. Page is an Afle, a fecurc Affe ; hcc 
willtruft hi^ wife, hee Will not bc iealpjus: I will rather 
truft a Fleming with Parfon Hugh the • 

man with my Cheefe,an Irifb-man withffiy.Aqua -vit^e- 
bottle, or a fheefeto walke my ambling gelding, then 
jy wife with her felfe. Then fhe plqtg^fecn feec rumi¬ 


nates, then fhee deuifes : and what they thinke in their 
hearts they may effeeft; they will breake their hearts but 
they will effcdL Heauen bee prais'd for my iealoufie: 
eleucno’ciocke the howre, I will preuent this, dete<ft 
my v;ife, befe reueng’d on Falflaffe , and laugh at Page . I 
will about it, better three houres too foone, then a my- 
nute toofkte : fie, fie, fie: Cuckold, Cuckold, Cuckold. 

Exit. 
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Enter Cattu % Rugby * Page i Shadow, Slender , Hofl. 

Cains. lackeBugby. 

Rug. Sir. 

Cctins. Vat is the clocke, hckj 

Rug . ’T is paihthc howre(Sir)that Sir Hugh promis’d 
to meet. 

Cat* By gar, he has faue his foule,dat he is no-come: 
hee has pray his Piblc well, dat he is no-come ; by gar. 
( lackRugby) he is dead already, if he be come. 

Rug, Hcc is wife Sir; hee knew your worfhip would 
kill him if he came. 

Cai. By gar, de herring is no dead, foaslvill kill 
him: take your Rapier, (Iacke) lvill tdlyouhow I vill 
kill him. 

Rug. Alas fir, I cannot fcr.ee. 

Cai. Villanie,take your Rapier. 

Rug Forbeare: heer’s company, 

Hofi. 'Blefle theejbully-Dodlor. 

Shal, *Saue you M r . Doctor Cains. 

Page. Now good M r . Doctor. 

Slen. ’Giue you good-morrow, fir. 

Caim. Vat be all you cne,t wo,tree,fo wre,come for? 

Hofl. To (ee thee fight,to fee thee foigne,to fee thee 
trauerfe, to fee thee heere, ro fee thee there, to fee thee 
paffe thy punifto, thy flock,thy rcucrfe,thy diftance, thy 
montantrls he dead,my Ethiopian ? Is he dead,my Fran- 
eifeo ? haBuliy ? what faies my EfaiUpim ? my Calient my 
heart of Elder? ha ? is he dead bully-Stak? is he dead ? 

Cut. By gar,hc is de Cbward-Iaek-Prkft ofdevorld: 
he is not fhow his face. 

Hofl. Thou art a Caftalion-king-Vrinail .: Hcthrro f 
Greece {my Boy) 

Cdh 1 pray you bcare witneflethat me haue flay, 
fixe or feuen, two tree howres for hitp,andhee isho- 
cotne. . v 

Shah He is the wifer man (M.Do£lo)rhe is a cur.er of, 
foulesjondyoua curer of bodies: ifyou fhould fight, you, 
goe againft the haire ofyour profeffions: is \ 1 j\ 0 t true , 
Mafter?^? 

Page. Mafter Shallow ; you haue your felfe bcenc a 
great fighter,though now a man of peace. 

Shah Body-kins M. Page , though I now be old,and 
of the peace ; if I fee a fword out, my finger itches to 
make one: though wee are luftices, and Do&ors, and 
Church-men (fA. Vage) wee haue fome.falt ofouryouih 
in vs* we arc the fons of women (M Bagel) 

Page % ’Tis true, M r . Shallow . 

Swig It wi 1 be found fo,(M .Page:) M. Do&orCMus, ’ 
I am come to fetch you home: I am fworn of the.peaceL 
you haue fbow’d your felfe a wife Phyfician^ and Sir 
Hugh hath fhowne himfelfc z wife and patient Church¬ 
man : you mull goe with me, M.Do<ftor. 

._ Hofl. 
















































































